The absence of a photopic influence on the refractive development of the embryonic eye of the clearnose skate (Raja eglanteria).
The clearnose skate (Raja eglanteria) develops in an almost opaque eggcase and lays its eggs in pairs. One sibling from each of eight pairs of skates was removed from its eggcase during embryonic development, while the other sibling developed inside the eggcase. The refractive development of the eyes at hatching was examined to see if ambient light exposure during embryonic development could influence the refractive states of hatchlings. Measurements included refractive states, ocular dimensions and lens focal properties. The differences in measurements between the two groups were not significant, which would indicate that environmental light does not influence the refractive development of the embryonic skate eye.